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Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

Raider Pride 
Newsletter 

SVSD Mission 

Statement 

In collaboration with family and 

community, the mission of the 

Seneca Valley School District  

is to provide an academically 

rigorous learning experience in  

a progressive environment, 

emphasizing civic responsibility 

and global awareness.  

Oath of Office 

Leaders elected and new members join Seneca Valley School Board  

 
Seneca Valley congratulates and welcomes two 

new School Board Directors to the nine-member 

panel. 

Mr. Fred Peterson, center, along with Mr. Timothy 

Hester, right, were officially administered the oath 

of office and took their seats on the school board 

during the Dec. 3 reorganization meeting. Mr. 

Peterson represents Cranberry Twp. West IV and 

VI, Region 4, and Mr. Hester represents Cranberry 

Twp. East III and West V, Region 5. 

Officially congratulating them is Mr. Eric 

DiTullio, left, school board president. Mr. 

DiTullio, who represents Lancaster and Forward 

townships, Region 8, was nominated and unanimously elected by his fellow board members to serve 

as the board leader. Also unanimously elected for the role of vice president is Mr. Jim Nickel, who 

represents Cranberry Twp. West I and II, Region 2. 

Re-elected to their seats on the board are Ms. Jeanette Lahm, Cranberry Twp. East I and II, Region 1; 

Mr. James Welsh, Callery and Harmony Boroughs and Jackson Twp., Region 9; and Mr. DiTullio. 

Prior to the meeting wrapping up, board members and administrators expressed their appreciation to 

Mr. Robert Hill for his six years of service as the previous board president, highlighting his 

extremely capable skills as a leader and succession planner. Mr. Hill, who continues to serve on the 

board, is in his fourth term with 14 years of service representing Cranberry Twp. West III, Region 3. 

He informed the board that he plans to serve until the end of his term in 2015; however, due to 

serious health concerns, he preferred to turn the leadership reins over to another director. 

“I am thankful that I am able to continue to serve as a board member, and felt it critical to the long-

term cohesion of this district that new leadership be instated,” Mr. Hill said. “Mr. DiTullio and Mr. 

Nickel both have my full support and best wishes for success as we all move forward.” 

School Board Meeting Information 

The agenda development (work session) meetings are typically held at 8 p.m. on the first Monday of 

each month. The regular action board meeting is held at 8 p.m. on the second Monday of each 

month. For January 2014, the work session meeting will be held at 8 p.m. on Jan. 13, and the regu-

lar meeting on Jan. 20, in the Seneca Valley Intermediate High School Auditorium. These meetings 

are open to the public and allow for public comment. 

For more information, visit the School Board section of the District website at www.svsd.net/

SchoolBoard - or contact the board secretary at (724) 452-6040, ext. 1638. If you require special 

accommodations to participate in the proceedings, please call the human resources and pupil per-

sonnel department, at (724) 452-6040, ext. 1760. Please note that School board meeting agendas, 

minutes and policies can be found on the school district Web site at the above link 

Please note that board meeting minutes must be approved at the next month’s meeting before they 

can be posted. 

http://www.svsd.net/SchoolBoard
http://www.svsd.net/SchoolBoard
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Seneca Valley 

Foundation 

The Seneca Valley Foundation 

is a private, 501(c)(3) non-

profit corporation dedicated to 

encouraging excellence and 

innovation in the Seneca Valley 

Schools. The Foundation will 

achieve this by seeking 

donations and patrons to 

facilitate the development of 

new capital projects, programs 

and scholarships. Its board 

members will consist of 

stakeholders from local 

business leaders, community 

leaders and school leaders. As a 

non-profit organization, the 

Foundation is also utilized as a 

vehicle by which memorial and 

other charitable donations may 

be made to the Seneca Valley 

School District.  

Lip Dub Winners! 

Congratulations Seneca Valley Senior 

High School, 2013 Lip Dub Winners! 

As the first place finishers, they are 

now recipients of a $5,000 cash prize 

and 100 Lip Dub T-shirts. Football Hall 

of Famer and Pittsburgh Power Co-

Owner Lynn Swann, executive officers 

from the Pittsburgh Tribune Review 

and St. Vincent College, presented the check last month at the high 

school. The competition invited schools to “show us your school spir-

it” by creating a Lip Dub Video (lip synching dubbed over a song 

with no editing). Approximately 19 videos were submitted from 

schools all around the region. Hundreds of comments and nearly 

67,000 votes later, the more than 1,000 students and staff who partici-

pated can add 2013 Lip Dub bragging rights to their time spent at Seneca Valley. Haven’t seen it or want 

to view it again? Be sure to check it out at: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZxv12Bl4BU 

EITC donations shine light on SV Honors Women in 

Engineering Course  

Seneca Valley’s Honors Women in Engineering 

Program has been given quite a boost thanks to 

recent donations made by several local banks. 

Earlier this school year, the Seneca Valley 

Foundation received notification that they were 

approved by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Community & Economic Development under the 

Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) 

Program to which businesses may make 

contributions. Specifically, EITC donations were 

approved to be made to the Seneca Valley School 

District to benefit the Honors Women in 

Engineering classes at Seneca Valley. Called an 

“innovative educational program,” the course 

utilizes various equipment, experimental/

consumable supplies and has associated salary 

costs the donations will help to offset. A total of 

$43,092 is needed and approved to be collected 

through EITC tax credits. 

Those who recently gave EITC tax credit 

donations to the Seneca Valley Honors Women 

in Engineering Program through the Seneca 

Valley Foundation are: 

● NexTier Bank - $15,000 

● Farmers National Bank - $2,500 

● Mars National Bank - $1,000 

Since the introduction of the course just a few 

years ago, Seneca Valley has quadrupled the 

number of females in the typically all-male 

program. The course, open to juniors and seniors 

on the engineering pathway, is designed to be a 

capstone course for the technology education 

department as well as the ECP program with the 

goal of advancing and stimulating student’s 

interest in the field of engineering in the applied 

practices of various engineering fields. Students 

use a variety of industry standard software as 

well as testing devices, tools, materials and 

machines while applying mathematical and 

scientific concepts to resolve real world 

problems. Students conduct in-depth individual 

and group research, participate in class 

discussions and create presentations on their 

findings. 

Seneca Valley Foundation continues to collect 

EITC tax credit donations for this important 

academic investment and encourages anyone 

interested in donating to the Seneca Valley 

Honors Women in Engineering Program to 

contact Ms. Lynn Burtner, foundation treasurer, 

at burtnerla@svsd.net. Approximately an 

additional $24,000 can be collected through 

EITC tax donations for this purpose until  

June 30, 2014. 

Foust, Farmer's 
National Bank 

branch manager, 

gives $2,500 to 
Seneca Valley 

Foundation Board of 

Trustee Vic Conrad. 
The EITC tax credit 

donation will benefit 

the Seneca Valley 
School District’s 

Honors Women in 

Engineering 
Program. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jZxv12Bl4BU
mailto:burtnerla@svsd.net
http://wexford.schoolofrock.com/
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45 Seneca Valley students chosen for honors band 

Approximately 45 Seneca Valley students were selected for the 

PMEA District 5 Honors Band on Nov. 20 at Westminster College. 

This elite ensemble, chosen through audition, will participate in 

PMEA District 5 Honors Band events December 12- 14 at West-

minster.  PMEA District 5 represents all public and private school 

districts in the counties of Beaver, Butler, Lawrence, and Mercer. 

“We congratulate all of the students who auditioned for PMEA 

District 5 Honors Band at Westminster College,” said Robert Mat-

chett, music teacher.  “We are proud of each and every one of the 

SV students who had the courage to audition for the group.” 

Carinne Geil, Flute, Gr 10 

Jason Johnson, Flute, Gr 10 

Ally Tice, Flute, Gr 10 

Nataleigh Kerr, Flute, Gr12 

Sarah Kochis *, Clarinet, Gr 11 

Urvi Gupta, Clarinet, Gr 9 

Ariella Meltzer, Clarinet, Gr 10 

Bailyn Bench, Clarinet, Gr 11 

Hanna Behr, Clarinet, Gr 9 

Lauren Stanick, Clarinet, Gr 10 

Alison Vlasnik, Clarinet, Gr 9 

Ian Ferraro, Clarinet, Gr 12 

Mitch Topf, Bass Clarinet, Gr 9 

Stefany Baron * +, Bass Clarinet, Gr 12 

Dan Singer * +, Alto Saxophone, Gr 10 

Julia Scanlan, Alto Saxophone, Gr 10 

Alex Taylor, Alto Saxophone, Gr 12 

Zach DeDionisio * +, Tenor Saxophone, Gr 10 

Nick Hepp, Tenor Saxophone, Gr 9 

Rebecca Danik * +, Baritone Saxophone, Gr 11 

Mitch Weaver *, Trumpet, Gr 11 

Matt Ruwe, Trumpet, Gr 12 

Scott McKinney, Trumpet, Gr 12 

Daniel Collier, Trumpet, Gr 12 

Adam Johanknecht *, Trumpet, Gr 11 

Luke Barnes, Trumpet , Gr 10 

Maddy Sinan, Trumpet, Gr 9 

Dan Eppler * +, French Horn, Gr 12 

Chrissy Otteni, French Horn, Gr 12 

Patrick O'Connor, Trombone, Gr 11 

Natalie Byers *, Trombone, Gr 12 

Nikko Paserba, Trombone, Gr 12 

Bethany Sager, Trombone, Gr 11 

Nathaniel Fritch, Trombone, Gr 10 

Martin Chrzanowski * +, Trombone, Gr 11 

Kathryn Kolor, Trombone, Gr 10 

Seb Demetter, Trombone, Gr 9 

Alex Miller, Trombone, Gr 10 

Sam West * +, Euphonium, Gr 12 

Aaron Jackson *, Euphonium, Gr 10 

Austin Treu, Euphonium, Gr 9 

Emily Scanlan, Tuba, Gr 9 

Hayden Goodzinski, Tuba, Gr 11 

Luci Ferraro, Tuba, Gr 9 

Brendan Kennelty * +, Percussion, Gr 11 

* These students received an automatic selection into District Band based on their auditioned chair at 

Honors Band. 

+ These students earned first chair in their section. 

The students are led by Mr. Matchett, Mr. Varden Armstrong, Mr. Robert Babick, and Mrs. Sara 

Snyder, music teachers in grades 7-12. 

Sixth graders in 

Nicole Woolslare’s 

classroom at Evans 

City Middle School 

participated in the 

classroom’s annual 

Tribute Ceremony at 

the school just 

before Thanksgiving 

Break. It was a great 

way for students to  

give thanks to those  

who make a difference in their lives. 

In Tribute 
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Round 2 

Seneca Valley Academic Games Team wins more awards at second 

regional tournament 

Seneca Valley students continue to succeed at the Academic Games Regional Tournaments as they 

prepare for the national competition to be held later this spring in Nashville, Tenn. At the second and 

most recent event, the Presidents Academic Games regional tournament, several team and individuals 

brought home top awards. 

Three Haine Middle School Academic Games Teams finished in first, third and fifth places for the 

elementary division. The first place team includes Vinya Ponugoti, Kate Scanlan, Sydney Bruns, Ani 

Ponugoti and Matt Donaldson. The third place team is Morgan Wehr, Jose Ordonez, Zoe Stebbins, 

Spencer Katzenell and Emily Bobusci. The fifth place team includes Mike Beggy, Bailey Saldmen, 

Sophia Rush, Steven Yang and Ari Bilger. 

In addition, nine Haine Middle School students finished in the top 15 percent as national qualifiers and 

they include Ani Ponugoti (top score in the elementary division), Vinya Ponugoti, Kate Scanlan, 

Sydney Bruns, Matt Donaldson, Morgan Wehr, Zoe Stebbins, Bailey Saldmen and Derek Howe. 

One of the Seneca Valley Middle Division Teams finished in second place at the tournament. Team 

members include Nic Andreassi, Matt Ehret, Jarrett Johnston, Jacob Geil and Brian Vogel. At the 

tournament Seneca Valley Middle School students Max Moore, Jacob Geil and Matt Ehret had high 

enough scores to win as individuals. The first person to qualify from Seneca Valle’s Middle Division 

to go to the national tournament is Matt Ehret. 

In the junior division, three students qualified as the regional presidents tournament and they include 

Lucy Geronime, Sammi Logan and Siona Sharma. Jeremiah Scanlon qualified at the senior division level. 

‘Change’ is good 

SV Senior High School students combine coursework with 

community service 

 

 

Nutritional experts say the most important meal 

of the day is breakfast. 

Seneca Valley Senior High school students in Ms. Rebekah Grinnen’s economic classes agreed, using 

it as an advertising advantage for their small business coursework. Teams of students created breakfast 

sandwiches that they marketed, financed and ultimately sold to students and staff in the building for 

three days last month. In addition to the lessons 

they learned in executing such an effort, they 

raised $1,344.27 for Change for Thanksgiving, a 

local charity. Students are pictured here with 

signs indicating their profits. 

Additional fundraising programs in the building 

brought the total amount raised to more than 

$4,200. The money was utilized to buy grocery 

gift cards from the Shop-n-Save in Cranberry 

Township for 78 families, which were mailed 

out the week before Thanksgiving. 

Grant 

Disbursement 

Connoquenessing Valley and 

Rowan Elementary Schools will 

participate in the Inclusive 

Practice mini-grant opportunity 

provided by the Pennsylvania 

Training and Technical 

Assistance Network (PATTAN) 

in Pittsburgh. The $5,000 grant 

money will be used to support 

the efforts of classroom teachers 

meeting the needs of diverse 

learners, and increase awareness 

of differentiated instruction and 

understanding of inclusive 

practices in the school 

community.  
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SV Happenings 

Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School 

A big thank you to the CVE Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) for purchasing 

SMART Technology document cameras for each instructional classroom at 

CVE. According to Ms. DeeAnn Graham, principal, this gift will allow teachers 

the opportunity to enhance classroom instruction daily." Ms. Liz Wimer, teach-

er, is pictured here using one of the cameras. Thanks again, CVE PTO! 

Haine Elementary School 

Haine Elementary students taped a segment with the Pitts-

burgh Steelers, sharing all the Black and Gold reasons why 

they are thankful! See the video at: http://www.steelers.com/

video-and-audio/videos/Hand-Turkeys-Im-Thankful-for-Troy-

Polamalu/87934114-5e1a-40c3-96cb-59349b601157 

Rowan Elementary School 

Rowan second graders in Angela Cardillo’s classroom recently extended 

their Nature Walk theme AND their imaginations as they participated in 

Silent Quiet Uninterrupted Reading Time (SQUIRT) at the school. Stu-

dents brought in their sleeping bags, blankets and stuffed animals, and 

curled up to a good book. Given the recent temps outside, this sounds 

like an excellent idea! 

Rowan Elementary School takes note of students who are “caught” following the school’s Positive 

Behavior Building Expectations and deems them “Leaders” for the month. Pictured here are Novem-

ber’s Leaders. In addition to these students, we would like to congratulate all of those who model posi-

tive behavior in our schools! 

Evans City Elementary School 

Volunteers from the Japan-America Society of Pennsylvania recently 

brought their program, “Japan in the Schools (JIS)” to Evans City Elemen-

tary.  A team of English and Japanese speaking volunteers visited class-

rooms, letting students experience and explore various aspects of Japanese 

culture from the traditional to modern, including Origami, Japanese lan-

guage, school life in Japan and the geography of Japan.  After their presenta-

tion, they engaged students in a hands-on Origami lesson where they learned 

to fold a paper crane—terrific visit and great lessons in Japanese culture! 

Eric Fogle, a fourth grade teacher at Evans City Elementary School, had a student who was out of 

class recently but wanted to participate in several classroom activities, including a Literature Circle 

discussion and a science stream table investigation. With the introduction of “Bring Your Own Tech-

nology (BYOT),” one of Mr. Fogle’s fourth grader was able to participate via Skype and didn’t miss a 

thing. Excellent use of technology! 

Evans City Middle School 

The 2013 Evans City Schools Storybook Forest was a great success! 

Sponsored and created by the Evans City Literacy Committee, the 3rd 

Annual EC Storybook Forest benefitted the local food bank and the 

Evans City Literacy Fund. The event featured trees decorated by part-

nered classes from both Evans City Elementary School and Evans City 

Middle School. Each tree displayed decorations based on a story book 

theme. In addition to the trees, there were refreshments, a book swap 

and entertainment provided by the Evans City School Band. Storybook 

Forest was an excellent way to celebrate literacy throughout our schools. We appreciate the 

"tree"mendous efforts of our students, staff, and community to host the yearly event. 

Each November through December, Evans City holds its Annual Food Drive. During the food drive, 

two of the fifth grade classrooms held a "friendly competition" to see which group of students would 

bring in more items. Under the direction of Mrs. Piso, Mr. Parish, and Mr. Ehmann, the students 

brought in more than 1,500 items! While Mr. Parish's class "won" the contest, all involved should be 

very proud of their efforts in contributing so much to the community. 

Haine Middle School 

Olivia Kisiday, sixth grader at 

Haine Middle School, was  

chosen to have her book review 

featured in the January 2014 

edition of “Scholastic Story-

works.”  Olivia's book review, a 

photograph and her school  

appeared as part of the 

"Reviews by You" section of 

the magazine. Congratulations 

and great job, Olivia! 

Haine Middle School fifth 

grade students are seen here 

participating in the “Pay It For-

ward” December Community 

Service Project. After collecting 

$1,200 from Haine Middle 

School families, staff members 

went out and purchased Christ-

mas gifts for six members of a 

local family who needed help 

this holiday season. The stu-

dents then took over, wrapping 

the gifts and preparing them for 

pickup. Great kids doing great 

work! Special thanks to the 

“wrapping parents,” and staff 

for not only their work in the 

project, but serving as excellent 

examples of how important it is 

to pay it forward! 
continued 

http://www.steelers.com/video-and-audio/videos/Hand-Turkeys-Im-Thankful-for-Troy-Polamalu/87934114-5e1a-40c3-96cb-59349b601157
http://www.steelers.com/video-and-audio/videos/Hand-Turkeys-Im-Thankful-for-Troy-Polamalu/87934114-5e1a-40c3-96cb-59349b601157
http://www.steelers.com/video-and-audio/videos/Hand-Turkeys-Im-Thankful-for-Troy-Polamalu/87934114-5e1a-40c3-96cb-59349b601157
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SV Happenings continued 

Seneca Valley Middle School 

The Seneca Valley Middle School’s annual “Stuff the Bus” 

campaign yielded 1,150 new toys being donated to Toys for 

Tots. It also earned students the privilege to “pie a principal.” 

Ms. Andrea Peck, principal, and Mr. Larry Wendereusz, acting 

assistant principal, were good sports in allowing numerous 

students to celebrate 

their efforts by 

throwing pie at them. Great job to the students, teachers 

and many families who helped! 

More than 20 seventh grade students from the Bobcats 

Team stayed after school on Dec. 17 to decorate Christmas 

cookies that were donated to the Light of Life Rescue 

Mission. Another great community service project! 

Seneca Valley Intermediate High School 

Earlier this month, the Seneca Valley Intermediate High School 

choirs performed on the Allegheny County Courthouse Steps 

(pictured here) as part of the 46th Annual Holiday Choral Program 

held at the Courthouse (photo courtesy of the ACC) 

December 9-13 was Computer Science Week, and as part of the 

activities for the week, students in various classes participated in an 

Hour of Code. The Hour of Code was designed to expose students to 

computer programming and to, hopefully, spark an interest in it as a 

career. For the Hour of Code, students work through a tutorial and 

complete a project as part of it. View photos of the week at http://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?

PageType=3&DomainID=782&ModuleInstanceID=2793&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-

D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=20421&PageID=4735  

Seneca Valley Senior High School 

Nearly 400 senior citizens from all over the Seneca 

Valley Community joined us on Dec. 19th for the 

16th Annual Senior Holiday Event. Attendees were 

treated to a selection of songs from the Seneca 

Valley Strings Quartet, the Seneca Valley Madrigal 

Singers and the Seneca Valley Jazz Ensemble. They 

were also shown the award-winning Lip Dub 

Video! Once things wrapped up in the auditorium, 

our guests were treated to a turkey meal with all the fixings. We thank the senior high school student 

council, National Honor Society, JROTC, SVTV and members of the senior high school student body for 

serving our guests and providing such a festive atmosphere. We also thank our senior high school food 

service staff for providing the meals in addition to the 1,200 students they served for lunch! It was a great 

day! 

The Seneca Valley Senior High School Chemistry and Biology teachers recently hosted three Seneca 

Valley alumnae to discuss career options in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) with 

students. The three included Becca Faherty, a 2009 graduate, who is a fifth year Physician Assistant 

student at St. Francis University in Loretto, Pa. Ms. Faherty visited with the Molecular Biology, AP 

Chemistry, and AP Biology classes where she presented her master’s research on breast cancer research 

as well as answered questions about going into a PA program.  Also visiting classes this month was Jess 

Glas, a 2010 graduate (pictured here), who is a fourth year Pharmacy 

student at Duquesne University. Ms. Glas visited with the Organic 

Chemistry, Molecular Biology, AP Chemistry, AP Biology, and 

Anatomy classes to discuss pharmacy school and pharmacy as a 

career option.  Also making an appearance was Katie Sulkowski, a 

2009 graduate and fifth year Pharmacy student. Miss Sulkowski 

assisted fellow alumn Ms. Glas in presenting the pharmaceutical 

career path. The Seneca Valley Science Department and Science 

Honor Society would appreciates having graduates return to share 

their time and knowledge with students. 

http://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=782&ModuleInstanceID=2793&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=20421&PageID=4735
http://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=782&ModuleInstanceID=2793&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=20421&PageID=4735
http://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=782&ModuleInstanceID=2793&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=20421&PageID=4735
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In Her Words 

Emily Clark, a Seneca Valley senior, is one of only two student representatives 

from across the state to have a coveted and extremely vital role on the Pennsylva-

nia State Board of Education. Recently, she shared with the members of the Sene-

ca Valley Board of School Directors her role and work on behalf of students at-

tending schools across the Commonwealth. We asked for and received permis-

sion to share those remarks with our “Raider Pride” readers: 

In the spring of my sophomore year I became the Junior Representative to the Pennsylvania State Board of 

Education. I am now the senior member and will finish my two-year term in May. I and Justin Reynolds, a 

junior at Springfield High School, serve as the only two student members on the Board, representing the 

1.8 million students in Pennsylvania public schools.  

As a part of my position,  I attend two-day, bi-monthly board meetings in Harrisburg. I have had the op-

portunity to chair student education summits at the capital, speak at statewide Student Council confer-

ences, and present workshops on student leadership.   

The State Board comprises of the board of Higher Education and Basic Education. Board members in-

clude Acting Secretary of Education Dr. Dumaresq, State Senators and Representatives, non-profit lead-

ers, university presidents, college professors, attorneys, and teachers.  

One of the most prominent issues of my term has been the Pennsylvania Academic Standards, previously 

known as PA Common Core, and the Keystone Exams.  

At our November meeting, the Board adopted these new standards and the final implementation of the 

Keystone Exams.  

These academic standards encompass twelve subject areas and will be used as the basis for curriculum 

and instruction in public schools starting in the third grade.  The standards will challenge Pennsylvania 

students and hold them responsible for their education. They will ensure that Pennsylvania students grad-

uate qualified to pursue further education or enter the workforce or military. In order to do this, they will 

focus on improving knowledge, comprehension, and the ability to apply stronger analytical skills in mainly 

math and reading. Students graduating in the class of 2017 will be required to pass the Keystone’s in or-

der to graduate.  

Those who spoke in support of the standards ranged from business owners to military officers, because 

they believe the standards will better prepare students for whatever path they chose after high school.  

We thank and congratulate Miss Clark for representing Pennsylvania – and Seneca Valley – so well! 

Letting their 

voices be heard 

Congratulations to the Seneca 

Valley student winners of Cran-

berry Township Veterans of For-

eign Wars’ Annual Voice of 

Democracy Audio Essay Con-

test. The winners are, from left, 

Sydney C. Ziatek, junior, first 

place winner; Stefany A. Baron, 

senior, second place winner and 

Kayley K. McKay, senior, third 

place winner. 

Sidney's essay was advanced to 

the district level competition and 

all three girls will be recognized 

in the near future at a post meet-

ing of the Cranberry Township 

Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Since 1947, the Voice of De-

mocracy has been the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars premier schol-

arship program.  Each year, 

more than 50,000 high school 

students compete for more than 

$2.3 million in scholarships and 

incentives.  Students compete by 

writing and recording a broad-

cast script on an annual patriotic 

theme.  This year's theme is, 

"Why I'm Optimistic About Our 

Nation's Future."  
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Sports Shorts 

Boys’ Basketball 

Raider boys’ basketball opened their 2013-14 season at the 

Scott Lang Memorial Tournament hosted by Mars.  In the 

opening game Seneca Valley defeated Penn Hills by a 

score of 88-59.  The following evening, in the 

championship game, the Raiders fell to host Mars 60-

58.  Following that loss, Seneca Valley has rolled off four 

consecutive wins against Brashear (76-35), Shaler (64-33), 

Perry (78-75, OT) and at North Hills (83-69.)  As of this writing, the Raiders are 5-1 and 2-0 in section 

play.  Pictured here is Matt Darby scoring the game-tying basket against Perry to send the game into 

overtime. 

 

Girls’ Basketball 

The girls’ basketball team has started the season with a 2-2 record and 1-1 in section play.  Hosting the 

Tip-Off tournament, Seneca Valley handled Hampton in the first round with a 63-55 victory.  The 

following night, Saturday, December 7, 2013, Seneca Valley played Burrell in the championship game 

and came out on the short end of a 51-41 game.  The Raiders opened section play against one of the 

pre-season favorites North Allegheny and fell 58-43 but rebounded quickly to win a key road section 

game at Pine-Richland 50-46 behind Abbie Trzeciak’s 19 points.  The Raiders will host Shaler prior to 

the Holiday break and are off to compete in a holiday tournament at Disney World Dec. 27-30. 

 

Boys’ & Girls’ Swimming and Diving 

The boys and girls swimming teams opened their dual meet season on Friday, December 6 against a 

tough Franklin-Regional team.  While each team fell to F-R, the Raiders did have six swimmers reach 

qualifying times for the WPIALs in February.  Next up was a Seneca Valley sweep over Knoch with 

the boys winning 94-72 and the girls winning 97-79.  In their third meet of the season, both teams fell 

to Peters Township in close dual meet action.  SV will host Fox Chapel before taking a break over the 

holidays.  They will compete in the West Allegheny Invitational on December 27-28 and return to 

dual meet action on Thursday, January 2, at home against North Allegheny at 6:00 pm. 

 

Wrestling 

Seneca Valley opened their 2013-14 season at the Hampton Dawg Duals and came away with a record 

of 3-2.  On the day, the Raiders defeated Ellwood City, Carlynton and Shaler while losing to Hampton 

and Mount Lebanon.  In their first dual meet of the season, the Raiders hosted North Allegheny and 

were defeated 55-9.  Taking home the victories were Brady Moore with a pin and Alex Lynch with a 

decision.  As of this writing the Raiders will face Mars and Knoch in dual meet action prior to the 

holiday break.  They return to action on January 3, 2014 at the Meadville/Tool City Invitational. 

Service Efforts 

Members of the Seneca Valley Girls’ Basketball Team were 

photographed helping to create fruit baskets for the Decem-

ber distribution at Gleaners Food Bank of Cranberry Town-

ship. This is the fourth year the team has lent their assis-

tance to the food bank as they prepare for their busiest 

month of the year.  

Interested in more? 

Detailed information regarding the Seneca Valley Athletic Department, including the student-athlete 

registration process and/or physicals, drug testing & concussion testing, may be found on the Athletics 

page of the District website at http://www.svsd.net/athletics 

http://www.svsd.net/athletics
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Chef wanted: 

Are you an experienced chef looking to make an impact on student 

wellness? 

Seneca Valley is looking for someone with 20+ years of culinary experience 

(retirees welcome) who can assist in developing the nutritional program for 

the District’s Food Service Department. The work schedule is based on the 

school district student calendar. Email carmackda@svsd.net for more 

information. 

 

Distracted driving? 

Are you guilty of texting or talking while driving? Research has shown that distraction from cell phone 

use while driving – either hand-held or hands-free – delays a driver's reactions as much as having a 

blood alcohol concentration at the legal limit of .08 percent. Remember that Pennsylvania law 

prohibits sending, reading or writing text-based communication on devices such as cell phones while 

driving. Visit www.JustDrivePA.com for more information. 

mailto:carmackda@svsd.net
http://www.JustDrivePA.com

